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BSLA Membership Dues for 2011 

Thank you for helping BSLA keep information up to date! Information is for BSLA use only. 
Please complete the following form and return it with your dues payment to: 

Big Sand Lake Association, P.O. 181, Park Rapids, MN 56470 
 

We encourage each family sharing one cabin to have a BSLA membership. 
 

Your Name: _________________________________________________________Today’s date ____________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________Email address:______________________________ 
 
 $40 Membership Dues enclosed _______   
 
Plus additional donation(optional) $________ = Total amount enclosed: $________  Payment form:   check____cash_____ 
 
____New Membership:  Please complete all of the Member Information below 
 
____  Renewal:       ____no update needed         ____ Information below is a change   
 
MEMBER INFORMATION: (please print) 

Last Name: ______________________________________First Name(s):______________________________________ 

Big Sand Lake Address: ______________________________________________ Mail is delivered here ___yes ____no 
                                         House Number and Road 

     
Primary Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

House Number and Street 
 

       _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City / State/ Zip 

Big Sand Phone: ______________________________ Primary Address Phone:__________________________________ 

Cell Phone(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address(s):____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Family Members:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BSLA mailings should be sent:    June - September ______to Big Sand address ____ to primary address  
              

October – May     ______ to Big Sand address ____ to primary address   
 
Note: If you want the BSLA newsletter mailed to additional family/cabin members, please attach a separate page with 
names / complete addresses. 
 

Are you willing to contribute your time, talent and interest for Big Sand Lake?  
Please check the back side of this form for BSLA volunteer opportunities 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING BSLA 



Big Sand Lake Association 
Volunteer Opportunities 2011 

For more information about estimated time requirements and expectations  
contact Barb Kimer, BSLA President, t-bkimer@mns.com or 612-267-7355 

 

I am willing to (please mark all areas of interest): 
 
_____Serve on BSLA Board of Directors – 3-year terms, 4-6 meetings, May - October  

_____Serve on the BSLA Charitable Lake Fund Advisory Board – oversees management of the Charitable Fund 

_____ Serve on the BSLA Charitable Lake Fund committee – assist w/fundraising activities 

_____ Provide website technical assistance – keep website up to date/post information  
 
_____ Contribute to / edit Newsletter and/or website – newsletter published 2-3 times/year; website on-going 
 
_____Serve on the Social Committee—plan BSLA events and activities 
 
_____Host a Social – pot-luck events at your lake home with supplies donated by BSLA 
 
_____Plan and Coordinate Annual Meeting Amenities – one time event traditionally on the first Saturday after July 4 
 
_____Coordinate Membership – assist with membership recruiting and communication 
 
_____Serve on the Calling Tree—contact neighbors to inform them of BSLA activities and events  
 
_____Coordinate Calling Tree – recruit calling tree volunteers; alert calling tree when events are occurring  
 
_____ Serve on the History Project Committee – assist with collecting, writing, publishing Big Sand history 
 
_____  Serve as a Lake Management Plan Focus Area Facilitator – coordinate activities of focus area committee 
   
_____ Serve on a Lake Management Plan Focus Area Committee – study/share information relating to focus area topic 
 
(Please mark all area(s) of interest below): 
 

_____Organizational Development/Communication 
_____Water Quality 

_____Fisheries 
_____Wildlife/Natural Environment   
_____Shoreland Education 

_____Invasive Species 

_____Land Use & Zoning 

_____Water Surface Use / Public Access 

_____Finance/Charitable Fund 
   
Other Ideas / Comments: 
 
 

Thank you for supporting BSLA 



Important Instructions for 
BSLA Website Users 

To protect the security of the “Member’s Area” section of our website, 
which has links to the Big Sand Phone Directory, BSLA Board Biographies, 
and BSLA Board Minutes, the following directions cannot be included on 
the website.  Please save the information below. 
 
To access the Members Area on www.bigsandlake.org: 
  
Step 1: Click on “Members Area” in the top line or in Quick Navigation. 

You will then see “Please enter password to access this page” with 
empty boxes under “Login” and “Password.” 

 

Step 2: A. Enter your email address in the “Login” box.  
 

             B.  Enter the generic password “loons” in the “Password” box.  
 

1. Only email addresses in the BSLA database will be 
accepted. Note:  If you receive the message, 
“Incorrect password,” it means that your email 
address is not recognized, even if you have 
entered the correct password. 
  

2. If this happens, click on, “Click here to request 
membership.” Fill out and submit the form. 

 

3. You will receive a confirmation email when the 
submitted information is matched with the BSLA 
database and the email address confirmed or added.  

 

We ask for your patience. At this time the process is not automatic and it 
may be a period of time before you receive the confirmation email and can 
access the Member’s Area. 
 
If you have further difficulty or have other concerns, please contact us at 
info@bigsandlake.org.  

Thank You! 



 

Our desire to keep Big Sand Lake beautiful is being threatened. Invasive species 
have become a major issue in the lakes of Minnesota.  Lakes in our immediate area 
(Hubbard and surrounding Counties) are experiencing Zebra Mussels, Curly Pond 
Weed, and Eurasian Water Milfoil.    
Battling invasive species is expensive.  Lakes managing invasive species spend many 
thousands of dollars each year.   Our neighbor Portage Lake, through voluntary 
contributions, has spent approximately $86,000 since 2003 treating Curly Leaf 
Pondweed.   
In the event Big Sand Lake becomes threatened with an Invasive Species, the 
Charitable Lake Fund will help us take immediate action for diminishing or 
eliminating the infestation.  We want to be prepared. 

Future possible challenges to our quality of life at Big Sand could include zoning 
changes, intense development, or water quality changes. 
Additionally, the fund isestablished for projects designed to enhance the 
preservation of Big Sand Lake and its environs.  These types of projects require a 
larger dollar investment then could be achieved through the use of the Big Sand 
Lake Association treasury.   

The BSLA Charitable Lake Fund Advisory Board has set the following goal: 

BSLA Charitable Lake Fund Mission Statement 

The Fund shall be used to provide financial support to protect, preserve, restore 
and enhance the quality of Big Sand Lake and its environs. 



The fund is made up of anEndowment ‘permanent’ Fund and an Active ‘spendable’ 
Fund.  The initial requirement of $5000 has been met for the Endowment 
‘permanent’ Fund.  The Advisory Board Goal: To Raise $100,000 for the Active 
‘spendable’ Fund by December 31, 2013. 

Ways to contribute to the fund. 

1. Checks may be written to: 
NMF-Big Sand Lake Charitable Fund 

4225 Technology Drive NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601 

 
2. On Line Credit Card Donations 

 www.nwmf.org 
 Home Page Left Side  'Support The Foundation' 

 Fill In Information 
 Under: Please direct my donation.  Select Environmental Funds 

 A new window will appear. Select: Big Sand Lake Charitable Fund 
Select Active or Endowment 

 Assistance: phone 800.659.7859 
 

3. Securities and Appreciated Properties 
 Contact: 

  RitchHouge, Vice President for Philanthropic Services NWMF 
  800.659.7859 

 
4. Estate Planning 

 Contact: 
 RitchHouge, Vice President for Philanthropic Services NWMF 

 800.659.7859  
 

You are encouraged to contact any member of the advisory board with your 
questions, thoughts, and suggestions! 

 
Big Sand Lake Charitable Fund Advisory Board 

 
Bob Klepinski, Committee Co-Chair 612.670.1291  bobklepinski@gmail.com 
Catharine Williamson, Committee Co-Chair 952.936.0204  spiritw@me.com 

Bill Ellis    Al Judson   Linda Lee   Dr. Tom Van Bruggen   Ken Wilcox 
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