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IN MEMORY Memories made of friends 
forever in our hearts

BSLA commemorates residents  
known to us who have passed away 

since our last communication  
or during the last year.  

We apologize for any omissions.  
Family members and friends are 

encouraged to notify us  
and submit an article  

about the individual’s life  
and connection with Big Sand Lake 

for publication in the  
Big Sand newsletter.  
Please contact us at:  

admin@bigsandlake.org. 
If you wish, memorial donations may be 
made to the Big Sand Charitable Fund.  

A link for donating is on our website,  
www.bigsandlake.org.

Evelyn Kvamme, 100, of Moorhead, MN passed away April of 2022.  She loved to 
share the lake surrounded by family, loved ones, and friends. With her husband Richard, 
Evelyn traveled the world extensively, but she always said, “My favorite place to take in 
God’s creation was at the top of Vail Mountain and at the end of the dock on Big Sand 
Lake.”  Evelyn’s daughters, sons-in-law, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren have 
grown up calling Big Sand home for the summers and the breath-taking views from 
the top of the ridge looking over the lake. 
The history of the Kvamme Fjord cabin has seen many families enjoying the beautiful 
view throughout the years. It was originally purchased by Charles and Grace Hasley.  
Charles and his son Charles Jr. were killed in an auto accident west of Park Rapids on 
Highway 34 August 20, 1951. Grace Hasley and her daughter returned for one more 
summer before the property was sold to Clarence Tamm in 1954. The Tamm family 
enjoyed many summers on Big Sand Lake before selling the property to Savacools in 
1966. The Savacools retained the property for 4 years before selling it to the Fernandes 
family in 1970. Richard and Evelyn Kvamme purchased the property in 1972, leaving 
their cabin on Lake Melissa that they enjoyed for 22 years. After Richard passed away 
in 2011, Evelyn continued to enjoy her favorite place to be from Spring until Fall. 
Richard and Evelyn’s daughters, Debra Tharaldson and Yvonne Waters, have been the 
current owners of Kvamme Fjord since 2012. 

Margaret “Dorsey” Phelps, age 82, passed away on October 31, 2022 in Iowa City, 
Iowa.  Although she was not able to visit her cherished “Point House,” in her final 
years, she continued to make plans for its improvement and care, as she had for the 
previous 30 years.  She knew and appreciated the restorative powers of Big Sand Lake 
since her parents bought the place from Howard Fletcher, in 1968.  Howard and his 
wife Linda had built a year-round home next door and sold the 1918 “cabin” and its 
contents to Dorsey’s parents, Gerry and Betty Wetlaufer, the men having been great 
fishing buddies.  Dorsey and her husband, Chuck, began spending a few weeks every 
summer there with siblings, cousins, and their own children.
Dorsey enjoyed fishing with her dad in the early years, gathering with family, and 
watching long sunsets.  She always had a gourmet meal waiting for the weary traveler 
and had many art and science projects for her kids and grandkids.  She strove to keep 
the place as true to the original as possible, making curtains and painting household 
objects that transported its visitors to a simpler time.  Dorsey’s son James Phelps 
(Dana) and her brother John Wetlaufer (Helen Turley) will continue to care for this 
family property.

Stephen H. Duer – April 26, 1943 – June 2, 2023
Steve was born and raised in Kansas City, MO and spent most of his life there working 
in the excavating business. During the summers as a young boy in the late 1940’s he 
loved being Up North at his family fishing cabins on Big Sand Lake, and later with 
his children in the 1980’s and nearly every summer from the mid 90’s until his death. 
The cabins are situated next to Pine Cone Lodge at 19666 Grouse Rd. The lots were 
purchased by Steve’s aunt, Kansas City pediatric physician, Mildred Duer, MD in the 
1940’s. Aunt Millie died in 2006 and left the property to Steve. It has continued to be 
enjoyed by family and friends during the summer months with the hope that the legacy 
will be preserved for future generations to enjoy.

EVELYN KVAMME

MARGARET “DORSEY” 
PHELPS

STEPHEN H. DUER
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BIG SAND LAKE  
WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS

ANN HILGER

MARK K ALVODA

MIKE CZIOK

We reached out this past spring for volunteers, and in typical Big Sand Lake fashion, people 
came forward to assist in the preservation of our beloved lake.  The following bios introduce 
3 of the new members. More bios are planned for future newsletters. Joining Ann, Mark and 
Mike are new members Steve Kimpton and Linda Lee. Catharine Williamson is returning 
to the board for another term. Continuing board members are Chuck Fenton, Don Kilander, 
Jo Kilander, Richard Provinzo and Al Judson. We welcome volunteers. If you have an interest 
in serving on the board or participating in one of the BSLA committees, please contact our 
acting President, Chuck Fenton. 

My wife Deb and I have had property on Big Sand Lake since 1989. 
Our kids grew up in the water and now our grand kids have fallen in 
love with the lake.  We have an amazing body of water.  I view my 
position on the Big Sand Lake Association Board as a protector of our 
lake.

We are recent additions to the Big Sand Lake family having purchased 
our cabin in 2020.  We immediately fell in love with its beauty, wildlife, 
and peaceful environment.  My wife, Melanie (Veteran’s Administration) 
and our four children: Matthew (U.S. Navy), Amber (NDSU), Brooke 
(NDSU) and Janelle (High School) all appreciate the warm welcome 
from all who enjoy Big Sand Lake year-round and look forward to 
meeting more of this family going forward.

I have been involved with many public and private Boards in the past 
and have served as Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of Titan Machinery 
for 12 years and recently joined Enclave Companies to serve in the 
same role.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve on the BSLA Board 
and to continue to work to preserve the beauty and peace that the BSL 
residents and the Association have protected in the past.

Ann has been enjoying the beauty and serenity of Big Sand Lake for 
almost 40 years, since she first visited the area with her husband Chris, 
a fourth-generation Big Sand Laker.

A retired food industry sales and marketing executive, Ann has 
spent recent years dedicating herself to serving as a volunteer and 
board member for several school, arts, and social service nonprofit 
organizations. Ann loves to travel, play tennis, ride her bike and drift 
around the lake in a pontoon boat with family and friends, listening 
to Dean Martin or Frank Sinatra. She also enjoys bringing her 
granddaughter, a 6th generation laker, up north to learn about the joys 
of Big Sand!
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BSLA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Chuck Fenton

Vice President Catherine Willianson
Secretary Ann Hilger 
Treasurer Al Judson 

Past President Don Kilander
Directors Linda Lee, Jo Kilander, Steve Kimpton, 

Mark Kolvoda, Richard Provinzino, 
Catharine Williamson

BSLA COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Sue Fenton & Barb Kimer

Social Activities Jo Kilander
COLA Representative Open

Newsletter Open
Big Sand Facebook & 

Instagram Coordinator
Heather Wittman

Website Coordinator Heather Wittman

LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN FACILITATORS
Water Quality Richard Provinzino

Dissolved Oxygen and Water 
Temperature Study

Gene Fladeboe

Planktonton Net Zebra 
Mussel Villager Testing

Bob Bray

Fishing Committee Open 

BIG SAND LAKE CHARITABLE FUND 
ADVISORY BOARD
Ann Hilger, Linda Lee, Chris Hilger

B I G  S A N D  L A K E  A S S O C I A T I O N
 S P O N S O R E D  R A I N  G A R D E N

BSLA sponsored a Rain Garden Workshop through the U of M Extension 
Service August of 2009.  Following the workshop BSLA created a Rain 
Garden near the Lake Emma Access.  A sign identifies t he g arden a t t he 
East end of the access.  
The g arden i s v ery o vergrown.  We a re l ooking f or a  t eam o f v olunteers t o 
restore the garden.  The goal is to begin restoration Spring ’24 prior to plant 
growth taking over once again. The g arden w as o riginally e stablished w ith 
area native plants.  Wick Corwin has agreed to lead the team of 
volunteers. Please contact Wick at wick@corwinmediation.com if you are 
interested in being part of the team.

Officers and Directors
Big Sand Lake Association

mailto:wick@corwinmediation.com


BSL 2024 CALENDAR
ANNUAL MEETING / FAMILY PICNIC
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, PINE CONE LODGE

10:30am	 REGISTRATION 
(Coffee/Treats/Socializing)

	 11:00am	 ANNUAL MEETING 
NOON	 FAMILY PICNIC BBQ

This annual event is a wonderful time to socialize with fellow Big Sand Lake residents and to learn of the 
current activities and plans for the lake association.

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S !

If you have an idea for an activity or are interested in hosting an event, please contact: Jo Kilander - jolkilander@gmail.com

SOCIAL MEDIA
Check out the Big Sand Lake Association Facebook page and Instagram for Big Sand current 
events, photos and area happenings. For easy access, click on the Facebook and Instragram 
icons located on the right hand column on the homepage at www.bigsandlake.org. 
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